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blazing, and all the dervishes had come into a circle, he gave
the signal for the drums and cymbals to make a noise, in
comparison with which the former had been silence. The
pasha heard. This time he sent no messenger: he came
himself with a body of soldiers. But when he reached the
fiaram entrance, he suddenly became rigid, unable to stir
hand or foot. Terrified, the soldiers rushed in to seek the
old sheikh, but at first they could get no hearing, for many
of the dervishes were now pulling down the lamps from the
tree and passing the flames over their heads, and. scooping
up live coals by the handful and devouring these. When
at last they caught the old sheikh's attention, and begged
him to come out to the pasha, he said: "What have I to do
with him? Let him take his punishment." And the
music went on unabated. The pasha stood stark. At last,
when the frenzy had reached its climax, and the first chapter
of the Koran had been recited, the sheikh rose leisurely
and went out. With the words: "Destfir': By your leave/*
addressed not to the pasha but to 'Alwl-fl-Qadir, his in-
visible lord, he gently tapped the governor's back with his
stick. At once the pasha came to himself: his body re-
laxed, his speech returned, and he plead with the sheikh
for immunity from other seizures. Now the old sheikh
was khalffy of four great orders and acknowledged four
lords. So, answering the pasha, he said: "You have one
sultan, I have four; you rule over the people in semya; you
cannot control the dervishes of God." And he turned away.
The governor went home, but a terrible chill fell on him.
Again they sent for the old sheikh; again he said: "What
have 1 to do with him? Let him take his punishment."
Finally, he took a cup of water, prayed over it—the1 exact
words of Sheikh Mohammed were "read over it"—-and
said, "Let the pasha drink this: he will rest and .sleep/31
When the governor saw the cup he said, " Whence is this?"
They told him: "It is from the sheikh." Eagerly he
drained it, the chill immediately departed, and he slept.
The next day he sent men to the sheikh begging him to take
a present. "Tell the pasha I will take nothing For myself,"
was the answer, " but, if he will, let him make a dinner for all

